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Course Concept 
 

Goals and Methods.  The purpose of this course is to equip students for the multi-disciplinary environment of 
Duke GLS.  On one level, this is a methods course concerned with how scholars research, think and write across 
the disciplines.  About thirty-five percent of our class time will be directly focused on the essential skills of 
graduate-level, interdisciplinary academic work: critical reading, critical analysis and effective writing.   

 
Content.  Method cannot be taught without content: the development of graduate academic skills requires a 
lively, ongoing engagement with issues and ideas.  The challenge lies in finding a subject matter that is both 
focused yet broad enough to approach through the various disciplines.  As the title of this course indicates, our 
general area of inquiry concerns Western concepts of self, other and identity.  How do people make sense of 
themselves, their experience and their place in the world of others? What new insights can we gain on those 
identities and meanings through the disciplinary methods of history, the sciences, the arts or the humanities? 
How are those concepts influenced by values and contexts — such as family, region, religion, class, race or 
gender — that we inherit from our culture?  To explore these issues, we will read an interdisciplinary range of 
historical and contemporary texts. 
 
Each semester’s version of the core course also has a more specific way of approaching these issues.  Our focus 
for the Fall 2020 version of this course is the condition and experience of embodiment: How does our 
incarnation affect our sense of ourselves and our understanding of the world?  Issues we address may include 
sensation; perception; cognition; the relationship between soul, mind and brain; bodily abilities, limitations, 
adaptations and transformations; cybernetics; medicine; development, aging and death; body image; sexuality; 
gender; race and ethnicity.  But don’t let this list limit you: any aspect of identity, self, other or embodiment in 
general is fair game in this course. 

 
Course Components 

 

Integral to this class is our course Sakai website, where you will find much of the course material.  This website 
serves LS 750.02 (Wednesday section).  This Fall, LS750 will be an online class with both synchronous and 
asynchronus components: 
 
Synchronous 
 

 Weekly Online Discussion.  The two sections of our class officially meet “face to face” on the internet 
for live discussion from 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm on Wednesday evening, Eastern U.S. Time.  However, I 
am assured that such a long class time does not work well for online classes. Therefore, I will typically 
plan no more than 1:30 hours (90 minutes) of class discussion each week.  We may use Duke’s 
version of Zoom Meetings, which is available on the course Sakai site.  I expect every student to be 
present for this virtual discussion.  If you are ill, or have technical difficulties, or otherwise find you 
cannot be present, please email me – well before class, if possible.   
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Grade Weights  
 

   Short Papers  30% 
   

   Research paper        35% 
 

   Participation  35% 
       (Sakai forum discussion; 
         quizzes; communication) 

 
 

 Individual Conferences.  We may use some of our “extra” class time each week for individual advising 
sessions with students.   

 
Asynchronous 
 

 Embodiment Readings.  Most of the course readings are available on our class Sakai site; there are 
also some books you will need to obtain yourself.  I will post study guides and web links.  I may post 
brief video lectures for some texts. 
 

 Graduate Literacy Readings.  Our class Sakai site features a variety of readings and web links 
designed to help you better understand graduate-level academic values and processes.  This includes 
The Interdisciplinary Scholar (IDS) text, which focuses on critical thinking, reading/research and 
writing, and Beyond Grammar, a workshop in clear and effective academic writing.  I will also post 
videos reviewing this material.  We will also have access to training sessions in academic research 
offered by Duke librarians.   
 

 Weekly Discussion Video.  I plan to record each class discussion (see above) so that it is available 
afterward on the class Sakai site to anyone who was unable to participate that week.   
 
 

Assignments & Grading 
 

You will find further details about course procedures, assignments and expectations on our course Sakai site. 
 

 Weekly Readings.  You will need to finish your weekly reading before posting in the Sakai forum, so 
create a reading schedule that allows you to finish each week’s readings before the deadlilne for posting – 
about 36 hours before our class discussion.  It might even be helpful to begin the semester by staying a 
week or two ahead of schedule in the readings.  (See the Course Schedule below.) 
 

 Weekly Posts and Comments in the Sakai Forum.  Every week, each student will post in the appropriate 
Sakai forum an excerpt from his or her Reading Response Journal, will read the posts of their classmates, 
and will comment in some depth on three of them.  (See Response Journal Assignment for details.) 

 

 Two short papers (2 pages; 3-4 pages)  
  

 Research paper (10-15 pages). This includes:   
 

o Proposal for your research paper (ungraded) 
 

o Annotated bibliography relevant to your 
research paper.   
 

o Oral Presentation of work in progress. 
 

 Quizzes.  Occasional quizzes on graduate literacy or embodiment readings. 
 
 

Expectations 
 

Standards of Evaluation.  Papers should reflect the usage standards of formal American English.  Posts in the 
Sakai Forum can be less formal, but should be thoughtful, clear and articulate.  Please note that you must 
achieve at least a B grade for this course to remain in the GLS program.  If I see significant improvement during 
the semester, I will make sure your grade reflects that.  You may rewrite either of the first two papers if:  1) the 
grade is B+ or lower; and 2) you arrange for this by email by Week 11.   
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Discussion.  This course is a discussion seminar in which everyone participates.  In other words, this is not the 
sort of course in which you can sit back passively and wait for knowledge to be dropped into your brain: we 
create this course together, interactively – and our main tool is conversation (whether in the Sakai forum or on 
Zoom).  Come to each class prepared with points and questions to discuss; I may ask you to begin our discussion.  

 
Stay in Touch.  Active communication is vital!  Please email me ahead of time if you know you will be absent or 
late.  (If absent, post on the weekly Sakai forum if you are in a position to do so.)  If you are struggling to meet a 
paper deadline, or having trouble understanding a concept, or there are other obstacles to getting all that you 
can out of this course, let me know.  I am always happy to meet.  Email is the best way to reach me.  
 

 
Course Readings 

 
I. Books you need to obtain  
 

In order for everyone to be able to follow each other’s references in class discussion, we need to all use the same 
edition.  Used copies can often be found on Amazon; copies can also be ordered at Durham’s Regulator Bookshop.  The 
ISBNs that I provide here are typically for paperbacks, because they are cheaper; you can substitute hardback or 
electronic copies – but only if they represent the same edition, with pagination that allows you to follow page 
references during class discussion.   

 
Coates, Ta-Nehesi.  Between the World and Me.  One World, 2015.  (ISBN 978-0812993547). 
 
Graff, Gerald and Birkenstein, Cathy.  They Say I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing (Fourth 

Edition).  W.W. Norton, 2018.  (ISBN 978-0-393-66405-8).  Note that this is not the more expensive “With Readings” 

edition, although that is fine too. 

 
Optional:  Hacker, Diana and Sommers, Nancy.  A Pocket Style Manual.  Bedford/St. Martin's, 2017. 
Seventh Edition. (ISBN: 978-8925598406 pbk.)  Note: The spiral-bound version is a good source for those of you who 

may prefer a printed style manual.  It is also fine if you would prefer to use some other authoritative style guide, either 
in print or on the internet, throughout your time in the program.   

 
II. Readings available on the course Sakai site  

 
Descartes, Rene.  Excerpts from Part V of Discourse on the Method of Rightly Conducting One's Reason and 
of Seeking Truth in the Sciences (1637).  Transl. Newby, Ilana & Greg.  (2008). 
 
De Vignemont, Frédérique. “Embodiment, Ownership and Disownership.”  Consciousness and Cognition, 
vol. 20, 2011, pp. 82-93.   
 
Greiner, Stefan.  “Cyborg Bodies – Self-Reflections on Sensory Augmentations.” Nanoethics, vol. 8, 2014, 
pp. 299-302. 
 
Hayles, N. Katherine.  Excerpts from How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, 
and Informatics.  U Chicago Press, 1999.  
 
Poe, Edgar Allen. “The Man Who Was Used Up” (1839).  
 
Porter, Roy.  Excerpts from Flesh in the Age of Reason: The Modern Foundations of Body and Soul.  W.W. 
Norton, 2004.  (ISBN: 978-0393326963 pbk.) 
 
 



10/12/2020                                                                                                       LS 750 The Self in the World Syllabus    4  

 
 
Rabelais, François.  Excerpts from Pantagruel, King of the Dipsodes restored to his natural state with his 
dreadful deeds and exploits written by the late M. Alcofribas, abstractor of the quintessence (1532).  Transl. 
Brown, Andrew.  Hesperus, 2003. 
 
Sawday, Jonathan.  “The Fate of the Marsyas: Dissecting the Renaissance Body.”  From Renaissance Bodies: 
The Human Figure in English Culture c. 1540-1660.  Reaktion Books, 1990. 
 
Sennett, Richard.  “Fear of Touching: The Jewish Ghetto in Renaissance Venice.”  From Flesh and Stone: 
The Body and the City in Western Civilization.  Norton, 1994. 
 
Tobia, Jacob.  Excerpts from Sissy: A Coming-of-Gender Story.  Putnam, 2019. 
 
Other possible readings TBA 
 
 

III. Film available on the course Sakai site  
 

Avatar.  Dir. James Cameron.  Twentieth Century Fox, 2009.  
 
 

IV. Some supplemental readings will also be available on the course Sakai site 
 

 
 
Detailed Course Schedule 
 
 

Week 0:  Pre-Semester Preparation   
 

Readings 

 Kent Wicker.  “Some Ways of Thinking About Self and Other.” (course handout) [Sakai] 
 Graff and Birkenstein.  They Say I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing  (writing 

resource) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Post Your First  
Reading Response Journal Excerpt  

 

(focusing on our Week One readings)  

In the Appropriate Sakai Forum (Week One) 
 

By 10am Tuesday, Aug 18  
 

Post Your Three Comments on Others’ Posts  
By 10am on Wednesday, Aug 19 

 

Please Post Something About Yourself in the 
“Who Are You?” Sakai Forum 

 

Before the semester begins 
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Unit One – Introduction 

 
Week 1  (Aug 19)   Embodied Identities 
 

 Readings 
 Edgar Allen Poe. “The Man Who Was Used Up.” (satirical fiction) [Sakai]  
 

 The Interdisciplinary Scholar   [Sakai] 

 Unit One -- Intro: The Scholarly Worldview (Chapter 1) 
 Unit Two --Thinking Critically (Chapters 2-3) 

 
 
 

Unit Two – Early Modern European Attitudes Toward the Body 
 
 

Week 2   (Aug 26)  Unclean Bodies; Self-Dissecting Bodies 
 

 Readings 
 Jonathan Sawday. “The Fate of the Marsyas: Dissecting the Renaissance Body.”(social 

science/history) [Sakai] 
 François Rabelais.  Excerpts from Pantagruel (1532).  (satirical fiction) [Sakai] 

 
The Interdisciplinary Scholar   [Sakai] 

 Unit Two --Thinking Critically (Chapters 4-5) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 3   (Sept 2)   Race, Contagion and Control 
 

 Readings 
 Richard Sennett.  “Fear of Touching: The Jewish Ghetto in Renaissance Venice.”  (historical 

anthropology) [Sakai]   

    
The Interdisciplinary Scholar   [Sakai] 

 Unit Three – Sharing Your Ideas (Chapters 6-8) 
 
 

Paper One (Close Reading) 
Due in Dropbox  

Noon  
Monday, August 31 
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Week 4   (Sept 9)   
 

Mind, Body and Soul: Shifting Understandings of Bodily Existence 
 

 Readings 
 Renee Descartes.  Excerpts from Section V of Discourse on the Method of Rightly Conducting 

One's Reason and of Seeking Truth in the Sciences (1637). (philosophy) [Sakai] 
 Roy Porter.  Flesh in the Age of Reason, “Introduction” and Chapters 1-4.  (history) [Sakai] 

 
The Interdisciplinary Scholar   [Sakai] 

 Unit Four – The Great Conversation (Chapters 9-10)  
 

 
 

Week 5   (Sept 16)  Library Research Session I 
 

 Graduate-Level Research in the Duke Library System -- with Greta Boers and Carson Holloway  

 
 Reading 

 Unit Four – The Great Conversation (Chapters 11-12)  
 
 

 
 

Unit Three – Contemporary Personal Accounts 
 
 

Week 6    (Sept 23)  The Racialized Body 
 

Reading 
 Ta-Nahesi Coates, Between the World and Me.  (personal account)  
 

The Interdisciplinary Scholar [Sakai] 

 from Unit Five – The Writing Process (Chapter 13)   

 
 

Paper Two (Short Paper) 
Due in Dropbox  

Noon Monday, Sept. 28 
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Week 7   (Sept 30)  Gender and Its Discontents  
 

Reading 
 Jacob Tobia, “Introduction” and “A Quick Manifesto” from Sissy: A Coming-of-Gender Story    

(personal account) [Sakai] 
 

The Interdisciplinary Scholar   [Sakai] 
 from Unit Five -- Paragraphs, Sentences, Punctuation (Chapters 14-16) 

 
 

 

Unit Four – Cyborgs and Avatars 
  
 

Week 8   (Oct 7)   Owning and Augmenting the Body 
 

Readings 
 Frédérique de Vignemont, “Embodiment, Ownership and Disownership” (cognitive sciences)  

[Sakai] 
 Stefan Greiner, ““Cyborg Bodies – Self-Reflections on Sensory Augmentations” (philosophy; 

personal account)  [Sakai] 

 
The Interdisciplinary Scholar   [Sakai] 

 from Unit Five -- Paragraphs, Sentences, Punctuation (Chapters 14-16) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 9    (Oct 14)  Library Research Session II 
 

Focusing and Deepening Your Research --  with Greta Boers and Carson Holloway  

 

  
 

Week 10    (Oct 21)   Cyborgs, Distributed Consciousness and the Posthuman 
 

 Readings 
 Katherine Hayles.  Excerpts from How We Became Posthuman. (cultural theory) [Sakai] 
 

The Interdisciplinary Scholar [Sakai] 

 from Unit Five – Beyond Grammar (Chapter 17) 

Proposal Workshop Sessions 
October 12-14 

 
Draft Proposal for Paper Three  

Due in Dropbox  
Noon Monday, October 12 



10/12/2020                                                                                                       LS 750 The Self in the World Syllabus    8  

 
 

Week 11   (Oct 28)  Power, Culture and Posthumanist Possibilities 
 

Viewing/Reading  
 James Cameron, Avatar. (film) [streaming on Sakai one week before class] 

 
The Interdisciplinary Scholar [Sakai] 

 from Unit Five – Beyond Grammar (Chapter 17) 

 
 
 
Week 12   (Nov 4)  

 
Student presentations 

 
 The Interdisciplinary Scholar  [Sakai] 

 Unit Six – Persuading Others (Chapters 19-20)   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Week 13   (Nov 11)   
 

Student presentations 
 
Course wrap up and evaluation 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annotated Bibliography  
Due in Dropbox 

Noon Monday, Nov 9 

Final Research Paper  
Due in Dropbox 

Noon  
Monday, Nov 23 

Non-negotiable deadline 
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Schedule in Brief 
 

Pre-Semester Week 0  Graff & Birkenstein; Wicker 
 
August 18   First Response Journal post in Sakai forum 
 
August 19 Week 1  Poe; IDS Intro (Unit 1), Thinking Critically (Chapters 2-3) 
 
August 26  Week 2  Sawday, Rabelais; IDS Thinking Critically (Chapters 4-5) 
 
August 31   Paper One due 
 
Sept 2   Week 3  Sennett; IDS Scholarly Writing (Unit 3) 
 
Sept 9   Week 4  Porter, Descartes; IDS Great Convo (Unit 4) 
 
Sept 16  Week 5  Library Research Session I 
 
Sept 23  Week 6  Coates; IDS Great Convo (Unit 4)  
 
Sept 28    Paper Two due 
 
Sept 30  Week 7  Tobia; IDS Writing Process (from Unit 5) 
 
Oct 7   Week 8  DeVignemont, Greiner; IDS Sentences & Paragraphs (from Unit 5)  
 
Oct 12-14   Proposal Workshop – draft proposal due 
 
Oct 14   Week 9  Library Research Session II 
       
Oct 21    Week 10  Hayles; IDS Beyond Grammar (from Unit 5) 
 
Oct 28   Week 11 Avatar; IDS Beyond Grammar (from Unit 5) 
 
Nov 2    Annotated Bib due 
 
Nov 4   Week 12  Student presentations; IDS Persuading Others (Unit 6)  
 
Nov 11   Week 13  Student presentations; Course wrap up and evaluation   
 
Nov 23    Final Research Paper due   
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Core Course Learning Objectives, Fall 2020 
 

1. Students will join together in a community of graduate-level scholars who create knowledge together 

a. Engage with classmates to create a supportive intellectual community 

b. Demonstrate ethical and responsible academic conduct 

 

2. Students will better understand how graduate-level interdisciplinary work in Liberal Studies differs from 

undergraduate work in a specific major 

a. Understand how graduate-level expectations differ from undergrad expectations 

b. Understand how disciplines differ in goals and methods, and what they share in common 

 

3. Students will engage with an interdisciplinary range of materials that include timely articles and influential 

classics  

a. Read and interpret texts (both written and non-written) from a variety of disciplines and genres 

b. Articulate and share ideas about those texts and other course concerns with classmates, both in 

writing and orally  

 

4. Students will better understand critical analysis and how to apply it 

a. Understand the distinction between critical analysis and other modes of thought and discourse 

b. Understand the importance of context, form and rhetorical situation in analytical interpretation 

c. Know how to analyze texts from a variety of genres at a scale appropriate to rhetorical goals  

 
5. Students will better understand academic research and writing 

a. Know how the structure, standards and methods of a humanities paper and a scientific paper 

differ. 

b. Understand the distinction between primary and secondary research, sources 

c. Know how to integrate the ideas of others into one’s own analysis, and properly cite them 

d. Know how to craft a persuasive analytical argument that accounts for rhetorical goals and 

situations 

 
6. Students will improve their ability to write English prose with clarity and grace 

a. Understand writing as a process that can be improved  

b. Know how to craft sentences with style and clarity, and how to link them into paragraphs 

c. Know how to create a paragraph that supports an anlytical point, and how to link those points   

into sections of thought 

 
 
 


